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Mark Your Calendars Now for Imperial Session  
2016 in Tampa
The 2016 Shriners International Imperial Session 
is scheduled for Sunday, July 3 through Thursday, 
July 7, 2016 in Tampa, Fla. Tampa is home to 
the headquarters of Shriners International and 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, the Tampa Shriners 
Hospital, and Egypt Shriners. In addition to being 
a community that strongly supports the Shriners 
organizations, the nation's 54th largest city offers a 
unique and exciting experience for everyone. 

Once considered the Cigar Capital of the World, 
Tampa Bay is a vibrant region with a rich, cultural 
heritage. Visitors can experience a lively downtown 
area, thriving arts scene, expansive culinary 
offerings, exceptional shopping, serene river 
excursions, and thrilling attractions. With all this 
and more, Tampa surely offers a wide range of 
entertaining things to do for all ages. 

Discover Tampa Bay
Our city is looking forward to welcoming you to the 
unique blend that is Tampa, centrally located with 
easy access by air, highway and waterways. A laid-
back city with plenty of opportunities for adventure, 
Tampa is a one-of-a-kind destination surrounded  
by glistening bay waters on Florida's gorgeous  
west coast.

The 2016 Imperial Session will be held at the 
Tampa Convention Center, a world-class 600,000 
square-foot space offering stunning waterfront 
vistas. Located along the beautiful Riverwalk in 
downtown Tampa, the convention center is boat 
accessible, and situated near many of Tampa’s 
premier attractions, first-class accommodations and 
topnotch restaurants. Adjacent to the center, you’ll 
find one of the area’s leading attractions, The Sail, a 
360-degree waterfront bar and performance venue. 

Downtown Tampa is also home to a diverse 
collection of cultural organizations, including the 
David A. Straz Jr. Center for the Performing Arts 
and Patel Conservatory, Tampa Bay History Center, 
Tampa Museum of Art, Glazer Children's Museum, 
Tampa Theatre and Henry B. Plant Museum.

For fun and relaxation, pay a visit to downtown’s 
Channelside Bay Plaza, where you can shop ‘til you 
drop, get a bite to eat, grab a drink, and enjoy the 
Mediterranean style courtyard on the water. You may 
even want to take a relaxing dining cruise on the bay, 
or spend time at the spectacular Florida Aquarium. 
To explore even further, hop aboard a unique, 
vintage streetcar, the TECO Line Streetcar, and 
bounce between downtown Tampa, Channelside, 
and world-famous, historic Ybor City.

Outside the downtown districts, the Tampa Bay 
metropolitan area offers even more to see, do and 

explore. For starters, golfers can take advantage of 
the diverse courses available, thrill-seekers can ride 
the roller coasters at Busch Gardens Tampa Bay, and 
sports fans can catch a Tampa Bay Rays game at 
Tropicana Field, which is also home to the East-West 
Shrine Game. And don’t forget our many surrounding 
beaches, parks and recreational trails. 

However you decide to experience the Tampa 
Bay area – whether you choose to relax at an 
outdoor cafe, stroll along the Riverwalk, unwind 
at Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park, or float down the 
Hillsborough River alongside the graceful manatees 
that populate our area, we know you will have a 
great time exploring our favorite city.

Join Us for the Most Important Event of the Year
Shriners International invites all nobles, ladies 
and their families to join us for the 142nd Imperial 
Session. Imperial Sirs Jerry Gantt and Chris Smith, 
the 2016 Imperial Session Committee members, and 
Egypt Shriners look forward to being your hosts in 
picturesque Tampa.

To learn more about everything this Sunshine 
State destination has to offer, please visit  
visittampabay.com. 

For more information about the upcoming Imperial 
Session, please visit tampa-2016.com, facebook.
com/2016ShrinersImperialSession, or download 
the free app by searching “2016 Shriners Imperial 
Session” on your smartphone or tablet. 

Future Imperial Sessions:
July 9 - 13, 2017 – Daytona Beach, Fla. 
July 15 - 19, 2018 – Daytona Beach, Fla. 
June 30 - July 4, 2019 – Nashville, Tenn. 
July 5 - July 9, 2020 – Kansas City, Mo. 
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